St. Matthew Lutheran Church

North Tonawanda, NY
April 19, 2026
Third Sunday of Easter

AS WE GATHER

Today, we follow the disciples on the road to Emmaus as they walk in disappointment,
confusion, and fading hope after Jesus’ death. It shows how their words, “we had hoped,”
also describe our own sorrow, doubt, and spiritual blindness. Yet the risen Jesus does not
abandon them. He comes near, opens the Scriptures, and reveals that His suffering and
resurrection were always God’s saving plan. In the breaking of bread, their eyes are
opened. So too, Christ still comes to His Church through His Word and His gifts,
forgiving sins, strengthening faith, and turning despair into joy and witness.

Welcome to all of our Members, Guests, and Visitors today, if you are a visitor, please
introduce yourself to the pastor after service in the Narthex. We here at St. Matthew pray
that you enjoyed your time worshiping with us today.



Stand

TLH 675 Beautiful Savior

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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C
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In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help 1s in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P)
C

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.



P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Introit

Behold, how good and pleasant it is
when brothers dwell in unity!
It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on
the beard of Aaron,
running down on the collar of his robes!
It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion!
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life forevermore.
Behold, how good and pleasant it is
when brothers dwell in unity!

Gloria Patri LSB 186
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.

Kyrie LSB 186
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
P} Glory be to God on high:
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.



We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our
prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have
mercy upon us.

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

P) Let us pray.
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the
fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the
peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
First Reading Acts 2:14a, 36-41
“Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed
them, . . .

3% et all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has
made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”



*’Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to
Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” ¥ And
Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. *’For the promise is for you and for
your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our
God calls to himself.” *’And with many other words he bore witness
and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this
crooked generation.” *'So those who received his word were baptized,
and there were added that day about three thousand souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle I Peter 1:17-25
"If you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to
each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of
your exile, '"knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways

inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as
silver or gold, "but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a
lamb without blemish or spot. *’He was foreknown before the
foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for
your sake, *'who through him are believers in God, who raised him
from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in
God.

**Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a
sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart,
“since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of
imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; **for

“All flesh is like grass
and all its glory like the flower of grass.
The grass withers,



and the flower falls,
Zbut the word of the Lord remains forever.”

And this word is the good news that was preached to you.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia LSB 190
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Luke 24:13-35
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth
chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

PThat very day two of them were going to a village named
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, '*and they were talking
with each other about all these things that had happened. >While they
were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and
went with them. '°But their eyes were kept from recognizing him.

"7 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding
with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad.
"Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only
visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened
there in these days?” '’And he said to them, “What things?” And they
said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, *’and how our
chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death,
and crucified him. *'But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these
things happened. **Moreover, some women of our company amazed



us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, **and when they did
not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a
vision of angels, who said that he was alive. **Some of those who
were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had
said, but him they did not see.” 2> And he said to them, “O foolish
ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!
**Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and
enter into his glory?” *’ And beginning with Moses and all the
Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning himself.

S0 they drew near to the village to which they were going. He
acted as if he were going farther, “’but they urged him strongly,
saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far
spent.” So he went in to stay with them. **When he was at table with
them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them.
3! And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he
vanished from their sight. **They said to each other, “Did not our
hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he
opened to us the Scriptures?” >>And they rose that same hour and
returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were
with them gathered together, **saying, “The Lord has risen indeed,
and has appeared to Simon!” **Then they told what had happened on
the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,



the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I« of the world to come. Amen.

TLH 207 Like the Golden Sun Ascending
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Sermon
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy
Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me
with Thy free spirit. Amen.
Sit
Offering
Offertory LSB 192
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy
Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me
with Thy free spirit. Amen.
Stand
Prayer of the Church
P} Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for

all people according to their needs.

God of all compassion, Your Spirit opens the Holy Scriptures to
the hearts of Your people. Enlighten us by the resurrection light



that never fades, that our hearts may burn in faith toward You.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Blessed Lord, You have established Your Church so that Your
promise of eternal life might be delivered to us, to our children
and to all who are far off — to everyone whom the Lord our God
calls to Himself. Grant us faithful pastors to proclaim repentance
and forgiveness through Word and Sacrament. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, grant that Your Word may be the foundation of every
Christian home; that husbands and wives may be united in faith
and hope; and that children may hear and be nurtured in this
Word by faithful parents. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, stifle the powers of darkness and end the reign of
war, violence and terror. Give leaders who will seek peace and
work for the common good. Instill in them a love of
righteousness, and guide them in the pursuit of justice for all.
Bless Donald, our president; the Congress of the United States;
Kathy, our governor; all state and local officials; all medical and
emergency workers; and all members of the armed forces. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God, You have not forgotten us in our afflictions or abandoned
us in our weakness. Deliver the sick and suffering according to
Your will, and give comfort to the dying, especially to those who
have requested our prayers /including /. Guard




Preface
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us against despair, and grant us patience in days of trouble as we
await Your perfect healing. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Merciful Lord, Your compassion is made known to us through
Your Son’s breaking of the bread. Open our hearts and mouths to
receive forgiveness in the body and blood of Christ, who suffered
for us and has entered into His glory. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, through the life, death and resurrection of Your
Son, You have delivered our souls from death, our eyes from
tears and our feet from stumbling. Comfort all who mourn with
this truth, that they may not grieve as others do who have no such
hope. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

These things and whatever else You know that we need, kind
Father, grant us for the sake of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

LSB 194
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
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Sanctus

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise
You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and
bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death,
and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life.
Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

LSB 195
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer

(P)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those



who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of'it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 198

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Sit



TLH 352 O Savior, Precious Savior
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Stand
Dismissal
P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart *I+ in
peace.
Amen.
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace
according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast
prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people
Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.
Thanksgiving LSB 200
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



Amen.

P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus LSB 202
Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto
you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you
peace.
Amen, amen, amen.

TLH 644 Praise God, from Whom All Blessing Flow
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